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Nov. 3, 1995
MONTANA POLL: R A C IC O T HOLDS LARGE LEAD OVER NATELSON
MISSOULA -Early in his re-election bid, Gov. Marc Racicot holds a significant lead over his only
primary challenger so far. University of Montana law professor Rob Natelson, according to the
latest Montana Poll.
For this edition of the Montana Poll, 411 adult Montanans were polled statewide September
21-26. The poll is conducted by The University of Montana Bureau of Business and Economic
Research.
Six Montanans in ten (62 percent) overall said they would vote for Racicot if voting now.
Seventeen percent endorsed Natelson, and just as many were undecided, said Susan Selig
Wall work, director of the Montana Poll.
Among Montanans most likely to vote in the Republican primary, the support for Racicot
was even stronger at 68 percent, with 18 percent saying they would vote for Natelson, Wallwork
said. Fifteen percent were undecided. Similar responses were expressed by those who described
themselves as Republicans and those who said they usually vote Republican.
This early support for Racicot over Natelson was evident among all types of Montanans,
even among Democrats, but it did vary, Wallwork said. Racicot’s support was highest among
those at the high end of the income scale ($35,000 and above) and in the southeastern part of the
state, especially Yellowstone and Lewis and Clark counties. Racicot’s support was lowest among
-more-

Mpollgov.rl -- 2
younger Montanans (between 18 and 30 years old) and the small number of respondents who
described themselves as liberals. Support for re-election was also lower in western Montana,
especially in Flathead County, where Natelson’s support was highest, and in Missoula County,
where Natelson resides.
The Montana Poll's statewide sample was drawn using the bureau's two-stage random
sampling process that generates a representative cross-section of Montana's adult population. Its
random digit telephone sampling program generates a statewide sample of telephone numbers,
proportionate with the distribution of households in the state. A second random sampling
procedure is then used to select one adult respondent in each household, taking into account the
number and gender of adults in the household. The total sample (all respondents) has a potential
maximum error margin of plus or minus 5 percentage points. The error margin for any subgroups
would be larger depending on the size of the group.
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Susan Wallwork, (406) 243-5113.

MONTANA POLL
Bureau of Business and Economic Research, The University of Montana (Missoula, Montana
59812)
Sample:

Adult Montanans, statewide (n=411)

Interview dates:
Topic:

September 21-26, 1995

Election Outlook 1996 -- Republican Primary for Governor of Montana
Marc
Racicot

Rob
Natelson

Undecided

W on’
Vote;

62%

17%

17%

4%

(n=339)

67%

16%

14%

3%

Usually vote:
Republican (n = l5 l)
Democrat (n=152)

67%
65%

19%
16%

14%
10%

0%
8%

68%
64%

18%
19%

15%
11%

0%
6%

Republican*5 (n = !30)
D em ocrat (n = i2 5 )
Independent*5 (n = 5 i)

65%
64%
57%

19%
18%
16%

15%
10%
22%

0%
9%
6%

Conservative*5 (n = l35)
Moderate*5 (n = i8 8 )
Liberal*5 (n=63)

68%
66%
52%

17%
16%
21%

14%
15%
13%

1%
3%
14%

All respondents

(n = 4 ll)

Registered to vote

Likely to vote June 1996:
Republican primary
Democratic primary

NOTE:

(n = l7 7 )
(n = l6 0 )

Percentages may not add to 100 because of rounding.

aWon’t vote at all or not in this Republican primary.
^Self-described.
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